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Freddie

This year marked the 25th anniver-
sary of the National Open’s calling Vegas
home, and the final time that Freddie
Gruenberg, the man behind it for all
these years, would be involved in its
organization. Freddie is 75 years old
now and feels that his other businesses
need him more than the National Open
does at this point. He’s confident about
leaving the tournament in the hands of
Al Losoff and Bill Snead, both of whom
have been running it with him almost
from the beginning. I got a chance to
talk to Freddie on the phone one
evening, picking up some National Open
history along the way, and discovered
what sort of ethos shaped the National
Open into what it is.

One of the questions I asked Freddie
was about his experience as a chess
organizer, i.e., did he ever get tired of
the grumblings and complaints of chess
players over the smallest little things?
To which Freddie related the follow-
ing story: in 1984, many time U.S.
Champion Walter Browne asked if they
could switch his room to one that was
closer to the playing hall so that he
could get an additional three minutes
sleep in the morning. They moved him
closer. Then he asked if they could put
a carpet on the stairs leading to the
stage, because the stairs were squeaky.
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A carpet appeared. Then it turned
out that Walter’s table also squeaked,
so a carpet appeared underneath it,
too. Finally, Walter asked if he could
have an extra light by his board; the
reply? “Absolutely.”

This anecdote conveys a simple
truth: the National Open is a tourna-
ment for the players. The ones at the
top of the chess food chain receive spe-
cial perks, like free entry and hotel
room, but as Freddie says, “every sin-
gle player is important to us.” One of
my favorite National Open traditions
was born out of this philosophy: years
ago, people who scored 3% to 4%
points and didn’t win a prize com-
plained about leaving empty-handed,
so the National Open found a way to
reward them, too. For the past decade,
anyone who earns a plus score in any
section receives a $50 gift certificate for
the well-stocked bookstore.

Freddie made it clear that complaints
were viewed as an opportunity to
create a better experience for the
players. In fact, the National Open val-
ues complaints so much that for
next year theyre planning a “Walter
Browne” prize for “Most Outrageous
Complaints.” I know; it’s unfair. Grand-
masters have the edge in this contest,
too. ~Irina Krush

15. g3 Re8 16. Bg5 Be5

Since it becomes clear within a few
moves that Black’s play was a strategic
failure, now is the time to search for
improvements. 16. ... b4!? 17. Bxf6 gxfo—
Black often accepts this pawn structure
in this line, so it's not yet the total posi-
tional capitulation it seems: 18. Na4 c5—
another thematic move; obviously Black
desperately needs to create counterplay:
19. Nxc5 Rc8 20. Ndb3 a5!? (on 20. ...
Bxc5 21. Nxc5 Qe5, White has the amaz-
ing unpinning resource: 22. Qb3! and
whatever takes on ¢5, White gets back the
piece with Rd7) 21. Bg4 a4 (21. ... Rc6 22.
Bd7) 22. Bxc8 axb3 23. axb3 Rxal 24.
Nxb7 Qc7!! 25. Qe2 Rxd1+ 26. Qxd1 Bf8
27.Qd7 Qc2 with counterplay for Black.
OK, I'm not claiming that 16. ... b4 is so
amazing for Black. I'm just trying to give
Var and Sargissian something to work
on in their next training session.

17. Nf5 Re6

This move strikes me as a little too
“defensive.” Apparently, the sole idea of it
is to bolster the Nf6, so that the bishop
can retreat without worries after f4. But
in that case, why did the bishop go to e5,
anyway? Perhaps Black should take his
chances with a sharp continuation like
17. ... b4 18. Na4 (18. Bxf6 Bxf6 19. Na4
Bc8 20. Nd6 Rd8) 18. ... Nxe4 19. Qxe4
Bxb2. Objectively, it should be good for
White, but at least it changes the momen-
tum; 17. ... Bxc3 is another attempt to
make things messy: 18. Qxc3 b4 19.
Qxb4 Nxe4.

18. f4 Bc7

18. ... Bxc3 19. Qxc3 b4; 18. ... Nxf4!?
19. gxf4 Bxf4 20. Bxf4 Qxf4.

19. Bf3

At long last the time has come when
White no longer has to worry about the
e4-pawn.

19. ... Bb6+ 20. Kg2 b4 21. Bxf6

I guess Var saw no reason to go for 21.
e5 bxc3 22. exf6 cxb2 23. Qxb2 c5.

21. .. Rxf6 22. Na4 c5 23. Rf1
Preparing e5.
23. .. Qe8

It doesn't look like Black gets enough
for the piece after 23. ... Nxf4+ 24. gxf4
Qxf4 25. Ne7+ Kh8 26. Nd5 Rgb+ 27.
Kh1l QeS5 28. Radl.

24. Rad1 Bc6 25. b3 Rd8 26. Rxd8 Qxd8 27.
e5

A simple positional move—White real-
izes the potential of the four-on-three
majority on the kingside. 27. Nxc5 Bb5
28. Rd1 Qc7 doesn’t look like anything
White wants to be involved in.
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7. ... Bxf3+ 28. Rxf3 Re6 29. Qe4

Black has a big edge after 29. Nxc5??
Rc6.

9. ... Qe8 30. Qd5 Ne7 31. Nxe7+ Qxe7 32.
Nb2! g6 33. Nc4
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After 33. Nc4

This is one of those cases when the
knight dominates the bishop. White has
a space advantage, plus he will control the
only open file on the board. All these
positional pluses mean that victory is
very close ...

33. ... Bc7 34. Qa8+ Qe8 35. Qxe8+

35. Qxa7? Qc6 and Black gets counter-
play.
5. ... Rxe8 36. Rd3 Re6

Trading down into the minor piece
endgame was a valid option. White main-
tains his huge advantage there, but he
still needs to play accurately. 36. ... Rd8
37. Rxd8+ Bxd8 38. Kf3 f5 and this move
is forced, to prevent the king going to d5.
Now White faces a big decision about
whether to take on f6 with en passant, or
leave the pawn structure as is, for exam-
ple going Ke3-d3-Ne3-Kc4. I won'’t go into
long variations here, but this looks like a
good position to play out if you're trying
to improve your endgame technique.

37. Rd7 Rc6 38. Kf3 Kf8 39. Ke4 Ke8 40. Rd2
h5 41. h3 6, Black resigned.

MonRoi says that the game ended here.
I guess Fressinet got tired of playing his
role in this positional catastrophe. The
game could have continued 42. Kd5 Kd7
43. Re2 Rab 44. Kxc5.

As for myself, I didn’t quite manage to
repeat my successful outing at the 2007
National Open, where I scored 4%2/6 and
tied for top Under 2500, but I can’t com-
plain. I came to this year’s event riding an
emotional high and a physical low, but
being a little constricted by space here
won'’t be able to regale you with the tales
that led to this particular combination
(which apparently results in a score of
four from six). [ will, however, relate one
anecdote of how providence smiled down
upon me.
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Friday, the first day of the tournament,
was a really tough day, as I was at the
nadir of my physical strength. I was hav-
ing a hard time fighting against the
salmon I had ordered for lunch, and I
prayed that I would get paired down for
the evening round, so that I'd have a
chance to sleep and recover some strength
before facing someone stronger the next
day. Well, it turned out that I just made
the cut, and was the last person to be
paired down, to an unknown unrated
player. Within a minute of meeting my
opponent (who seemed like a nice guy), I
started developing the feeling that he was
not quite like the other guys I was used
to facing. He was a different breed ... he
was new to chess. It was very likely that
this was his first chess tournament. I
felt this very keenly before he even played
1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 d5?!, at which point I had
to stop myself from laughing as I saw
Alex Lenderman grinning widely at me
from his board across the table. What
gave it away? It was everything, the way
he moved the pieces, the way he pressed
the clock, the whole demeanor at the
board, and to be honest, he simply did-
n’t have the word chess etched onto his
face that I am used to seeing.

I realized it’s hard to fake being a sea-
soned chess player. It’s hard to fake the
latent intensity, the look of a person who’s
spent thousands of hours on the mental
and psychological battleground of the 64
squares and is ready to add six more
hours to that, if that’s what it takes. It’s
hard to emit the sound of a mind calcu-
lating variations when it’s not. And, yes,
it’s definitely a low frequency sound, but
chess players are like elephants in this
regard.

My most interesting game from the
tournament was against Alisa Melekhina,
who'll be my teammate at the Women’s
World Team Championship in China by
the time you’re reading this. It’s far from
a perfect game, but there are some beau-
tiful lines lurking in there. Enjoy!

Closed Sicilian (B26)

WIM Alisa Melekhina (2315)
IM Irina Krush (2482)
National Open (5), 06.07.2009

1.e4 c5 2. Nc3 Nc6 3. g3 g6 4. Bg2 Bg7 5. d3
d6 6. Be3 Nf6

I chose this solid setup, instead of ... e7-
e6, ... Nge7 for instance, under the
influence of Kasparov’s convincing victory
over Fedorov in Wijk aan Zee 2001. I did-
n't even realize that that game had never
been a ‘proper’ Closed Sicilian, since
Fedorov dispensed with Nc3 altogether. I
just tried to carry out what I remembered
of Kasparov’s ideas, and despite the

altered circumstances, the result was
equally happy for Black.

7. h3 Rb8 8. Nge2 0-0

I wanted to proceed with 8. ... b5 but
changed my mind after noticing 9. d4!
cxd4 10. Nxd4 Nxd4 11. Bxd4 b4 12.
Nd5; this wasn't the sort of game I was
looking for.

9. Qd2 b5 10. 0-0 b4 11. Nd1

11. NdS e6 12. Nxf6+ Bxf6 and Black
has a comfortable game.

11. ... a5 12, Kh2

I have to say, this move seemed rather
indulgent to me. It’s useful if White insists
on carrying out the Bh6 plan, but the
course of the game shows that Bh6 only
led to problems. Instead, 12. f4 looks like
areasonable try. During the game, I cal-
culated 12. Bh6 Bxh6 13. Qxh6 Nd4!
forcing the retreat of White’s queen to
d2, since the exchange on d4 is very
favorable to Black. 14. Qd2 Bxh3! (that’s
what the king came to h2 to prevent) 15.
Nxd4 Bxg2 16. Nc6 Qd7. I got up to here,
and decided it was good for Black, though
it’s actually pretty balanced after 17.
Nxe7+ Qxe7 18. Kxg2 d5. We’re on move
18 of an obscure Closed Sicilian ... but
this entire line had already been men-
tioned in annotations I later stumbled
across in ChessBase!

2. ... Ba6 13. Bh6 Bxh6 14. Qxh6 c4

A replication of Kasparov’s play:
advance the queenside pawns, put the
bishop on a6, and break against the piv-
otal point in White’s pawn chain while
their queen is dawdling on the kingside.

15. dxc4 Ne5

There was a big choice between this
move and the bishop recapture, which
would have went 15. ... Bxc4 16. Qd2
Qc7 17. Ne3 Bxe2 18. Qxe2. Basically it
came down to whether Black wanted to
trade his bishop for White’s knight, or
trade a pair of knights. I think I chose
right, but my doubts tormented me at the
time.

16. Ne3
16. b3 Neg4 wins the queen.
6. ... Nxc4
16. ... Bxc4 was again possible.

17. Rfe1!?

(see diagram top of next page)

This move took me by surprise—after
all, the b2-pawn is hanging. [ was expect-
ing 17. Nxc4 Bxc4 18. Qd2 Qb6 (tying
down the rook to f2, so that White can’t
unpin immediately) 19. Kgl and Black

Chess Life — September 2009 23



,,,,,,,

. %1t &

7.

////////////

%
%/ o B
,,,,,, s

After 17. Rfel

has various ways to maintain a better
game, such as: 19. ... Rfc8 20. Rfd1 Bxe2
(20. ... Nh5!? 21. Nf4 Nxf4 22. Qxf4 Rc5
is very good for Black) 21. Qxe2 Qc5 22.
Rd2 a4 or 19. ... Bxe2 20. Qxe2 Qd4 21.
Rab1 Rfc8 22. Rfd1 Qc4. I faced another
difficult decision. Should I call the bluff’
with the materialistic ... Nxb2, or make a
less ambitious move that preserves
Black’s advantage with no risk? Also, I
couldn’t even evaluate how much of a
bluff Rfel was. My intuition told me that
taking the pawn was a valid option, in
objective terms. But one thing was indis-
putible: if I took the pawn, the nature of
the game would change completely, and
I'd be on the defensive, entering compli-
cations whose consequences [ knew I
wouldn’t be able to calculate. I made the
safer move, and with hindsight, I still
don’t regret it.

17. ... Qb6

A very simple move that takes control
of the key d4-square, while threatening
White with an exchange on €3 (a posi-
tional catastrophe). 17. ... Nxb2 18. Nd4—
the point. With Rfel, White unpinned
and now the knight can come to a very
powerful position in the center, threaten-
ing not only the Nc6 fork, but also a
knight sacrifice on f5. Black would again
have to make a major decision about how
to deal with Nc6; 18. ... Rc8, 18. ... Rb6,
18. ... Bb7—all these moves have their
particularities. I won’t shower you with
variations, although it’s impossible to
make sense of this position without them.
Let me just say that after ... Re8 or ... Bb7,
White develops their attack with a com-
bination of e5! (opening up lines) and
Nef5, while after ... Rb6 White can go in
another direction, Nd5, which is what I
feared during the game.

18. Ng1

Another big surprise. This move basi-
cally indicates a “burning the bridges”
attitude towards the position (inciden-
tally, that was the spirit of Fedorov’s play,
too). White surrenders the cen-
ter/queenside in hopes of a decisive
attack on the kingside. But such an
approach simply has no justification,
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since it’s Black who's had the better posi-
tion ever since the ¢5-c4 break. What I'm
trying to say is: when you're worse, you
should defend, not attack—unless your
position is so hopeless that there is noth-
ing to lose. But I don’t think that’s the
case here. [I still thought White would
trade knights: 18. Nxc4 Bxc4 19. Kgl
and sure, Black is better, but White can
hang in there.

18. ... Rfc8
Indirectly threatening the c2-pawn.
19. Rac1 Nxe3 20. Rxe3

Objectively, 20. Qxe3 Qxe3 21. Rxe3 is
still the best continuation, but White did-
n’t play 18. Ngl to trade queens and
suffer in a clearly worse endgame.

20. ... Qd4

Black’s queen uses the abandoned cen-
ter to do some pawn shopping.

21. Nf3 Qxb2 22. Rb3 Qxa2 23. Ng5

White brought the knight into posi-
tion, and threatens things like €5 or Rf3,
or a combination of the two. Black can
handle the position in different ways, but
in my subsequent moves, I just opt for the
most direct, principled approach.

23. ... Rxc2 24. Rxc2 Qxc2

24. ... Qxb3 25. Rc7 Re8 26. €5 dxe5
2'7. Bcb Rc8 28. Rxe7 Bc4! Because of this
move, 24. ... Qxb3 was a worthy alterna-
tive to what I played.

25. e5!

I only noticed this move on Alisa’s time,
and reproached myself for not noticing it
when [ should have: on my think at move
23. It doesn’t change the evaluation of the
position (that Black is winning) but it
does create maximum chances for White.
Instead, I spent my time calculating 25.
Rf3 and was very pleased when I found
the antidote: 25. ... Rb5! with the point
that on 26. Rxf6 Black responds with a
counter sac on g5—26. ... Rxgb 27. Qxg5
exf6 28. Qxf6 Qc5 giving the edge to
Black.

25. ... dxe5

25. ... Qxb3 is the first step in a forced
line: 26. exf6 exf6 27. Qxh7+ Kf8 28.
Qh8+ Ke7 29. Qxb8 fxg5 30. Qa7+ Keb
31. Qxab but it ends well for White (mean-
ing that she not going to lose).

26. Rf3

(see diagram top of next column)

Here it is, the critical position of (this
part of) the game. So far, Black has con-
sistently taken the material that White
offered, and White’s down to the final
(but powerful!) threat. How should Black
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After 26. Rf3

defend against Rxf6?
26. ... Rb7?

A complete miscalculation. The con-
vincing refutation of White’s play would
have been 26. ... Qc6!, a move that did-
n’t even occur to me during the game,
probably because it’s so unnatural to
place one’s pieces in line with a potential
discovered attack. The main point is that
on Rxf6 I can take back with the queen,
and cover the h8 and f7 squares.

27. Rxf6 exf6 28. Qxh7+

I had looked at the immediate Bxb7, and
not appreciated what a different it makes
when White eliminates the h7-pawn first.
Right, pretty pathetic calculation.

28. ... Kf8 29. Bxb7 Qxf2+ 30. Bg2

Now the problem is that on 30. ... fxg5,
White goes 31. Qh8+ Ke7 32. Qxe5+ and
there is no way to escape from the checks.
The only way to continue the game was:

30. ... Bc4 31. Qh8+ Ke7 32. Qc8

We were completely on the same page
about this natural move, but it turns out
to be a mistake. 32. Ne4 Qb6! a nice
square for the queen, guarding the f6-
pawn and the queenside; 32. Nh7! a find
of the computer; the idea is to use the {8
and f6 squares for counterplay, i.e., 32.
... Bd5 33. Qf8+ Kd7 34. Nxf6+ Qxf6 35.
Bxd5 Qf2+ 36. Bg2 b3 37. Qa8 b2 38.
Qd5S+ Ke8 39. Qxe5+ which is equal.

32. ... fxg5

Forced if Black hopes to keep an advan-
tage, otherwise the queen and knight
drum up too much counterplay.

33. Qxc4 Qb6

I thought that Black had reasonable
winning chances here.

34. Qd5?!
34. Bd5 was probably a better defensive try.
34. ... Kf6 35. Qf3+ Kg7 36. Qd5 Qd4

36. ... a4! should have won the game:
37. Qxe5+ Qf6 38. QbS5 (38. Qxf6+ Kxf6
is winning for Black.) 38. ... a3! I missed
this move, calculating only 38. ... b3 39.
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Qxa4 b2 40. Qc2, when White stops the
pawn from queening. Black is easily win-
ning after 39. Qxb4 a2.

37. Qxa5 b3 38. Qe1 b2
.. 512,
39. Be4 15 40. Bb1 e4 41. Kg2

I had a long think after the time con-
trol, and decided to place my king a little
further away from White’s queen.

1. ... Kh6 42. Qa5

An active move, which looked very sus-
pect to me. I thought White should wait
with something like 42. Kf1. Now I started
calculating a win.

42. .. f4

After this, the play is forced for a few
moves. White has to respond to this pawn
advance by creating breathing room for
the king, which is what Alisa does. 42. ...
e3 was a candidate, but White has 43.
Qa3!

43. gxf4 gxf4 44. h4 f3+ 45. Kh3

Here I spent a really huge chunk of
time. Yes, the win exists, but it’s very
well hidden ...

5. .. Qf6

The first move to check out, of course,
is 45. ... Qgl but White has 46. Qd2+ Kh5
(46. ... e3 47. Qxb2 is equal; 46. ... g5 47.
Bxe4 Qhl+ 48. Kg3 Qxh4+ 49. Kxf3
Qxe4+ 50. Kxe4 b1=Q+ 51. Kf3 is even)
47. Qd5+ is equal because on 47. ... g5
White has 48. Qf7+; 45. ... Qe3 also came
up for examination, but I didn't see any-
thing after 46. Qd8 2+ 47. Kg2; White
always has defenses based on perpetual
check. Finally, let’s look at Black’s beau-
tiful, study-like path to victory: 45. ...
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Qd7+! 46. Kg3 Qd6+ 47. Kh3 {2 48. Qg5+
(48. Kg2 e3) 48. ... Kg7 49. Kg2. I got to
this point, and concluded that it was a
dead end, but ... 49. ... e3!!
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Analysis after 49. ... e3

50. Qxe3 Qh2+!! 51. Kxh2 f1=N+ Wow,
how often is it that the best pawn promo-
tion is to a knight? 52. Kg2 Nxe3+ 53. Kf3
Nc4 54. Kg4 Nd2 55. Bd3 Kh6! A final bit
of accuracy, ensuring that White won'’t be
able to swap the last pair of pawns.
Incredible what beauty lurks in the depths
of a position.

46. Qd2+??

We both missed that White has an
immediate draw with 46. Bxe4! Qe6+ 47.
Kg3 Qxe4. This looks completely losing for
White, but they’re saved by the resource
48. Qc3! which equalizes, winning the
b2-pawn with the threat of mate on h8,
and the f3-pawn isn’t going anywhere.

6. ... g5??

I have no idea what sort of mental block
prevented me from playing the winning
46. ... Kh5. After all, 47. Bxe4 Qxh4 is
mate, and 47. Qa5+ g5 (47. ... Qf5+
should win, also) is winning. Instead I cal-
culated 47. Bxe4 Qe6+ 48. Kg3 Qxe4 49.
Qg5 and I'm the one that’s mated. That

e champs: Varuzhan Ak

(1) and Enrico S? |

scared me off 46. ... Kh5. Another exam-
ple of my calculating prowess here.

47. hxg5+

This simple capture liquidates to an
immediate draw. Alisa spent a long time
here, and I started calculating a fantas-
tical variation that started with 47. Bxe4
Qeb+ 48. Kg3 (48. Kh2 Qxe4 49. Qxg5+
Kh7 and amazingly, White has no more
checks on an open board.) 48. ... Qxe4 49.
hxg5+ Kh5 50. Qxb2 and here I was won-
dering: is it a win? is it a draw? (50.
Qh2+? forcing the king to g5 isn’t a good
idea, since it gives Black the Qf4 check
later: 50. ... Kxg5 51. Qxb2 Qf4+ 52. Kf2
Qh2+) 50. ... Qg4+ 51. Kh2 Qh4+ 52.
Kgl Qel+ 53. Kh2.
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Analysis after 53. Kh2

N

.. Qe2+! Ultimately, Black wins by
forcing a queen trade, with just a single
pair of pawns left! It would have been so
nice to win this way ...

7. .. Qxg5 48. Qxb2

I had forgotten that White could take
that pawn.

8. ... Qh5+ 49. Kg3 Qg5+ 50. Kh3 Qh5+ 51.
Kg3, Draw agreed. B

2009 National Open

At A Glance

Date: June 5-7, 2009

Location: South Point Hotel,
Casino & Spa, Las Vegas, Nevada
Top Finishers: Open, Ist-2nd:
Varuzhan Akobian, Enrico
Sevillano, 5. Under 2200, Ist: Ilya
Krasik, 5%. Under 2000, 1st:
Ariel Gerardo Cisneros, 6. Under
1800, Ist-2nd: Payam Afkham-
Ebrahimi, Michael Taylor, 5%.
Under 1600, Ist: Curtis lan
Liang, 6. Under 1400, 1st: Martez
Hall, 6. Under 1200, 1st: Thomas
Nelson, 6. Unrated, 1st-2nd: Isaac
Drum, Cristina Santos, 5.

Chief Tournament Director: Bill
Snead.
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